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O 
ne of the most horrible feel-
ings a person will endure is 
the sense of being violated 
after a crime.  This emotion 

almost always is coupled with anger 
and frustration as well.  There 
are many crimes that can oc-
cur which will cause a 
person to feel this 
way, such as a 
home or car 
burglary, vio-
lent crimes 
against a 
person, and 
of course 
identity 
theft.  Un-
fortunately 
in our day 
and age of 
incredible 
technologi-
cal advanc-
es, identity 
theft perpe-
trators are 
able to do so 
much more to 
trick people into 
scams, to obtain im-
portant information, and 
to ultimately be successful at 
stealing one’s identity. 

As with any other crime, pre-
vention is key to being able to greatly 
reduce your chances of becoming an 
identity theft victim.  There are so many 
resources out there for identity theft.  It 
is important to stay connected with 

these resources due to identity thieves 
adjusting and changing their tactics.  
This article outlines a few important 
tips to help reduce the chances of be-
coming a victim of identity theft, as well 
as outline a few resources for you if 
you’d like to know more about prevent-

ing this crime. 

TYPES OF IDEN-

TITY THEFT 

The first thing you 
must understand 
is that there are 
multiple types of 
identity theft out 
there and it is 
important to 
recognize that it 
can happen in 
many areas of 
your life.  Some 
of the most com-

mon types of 
identity theft are 

tax ID theft, medical 
ID theft, senior & 

child ID theft, & social 
ID theft.  Almost all 

types of identity theft have 
the goal of being able to ob-

tain money or products in your 
name.  So though many of them work 
the same way, if you follow the tips giv-
en here, you are much less likely to be-
come a victim of this crime. 

AVOID BECOMING A VICTIM 

The very first, and most important, tip 
to protecting yourself against identity 
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theft is to protect your social security 
number.  It is one of the most vital 
pieces of information for an identity 
thief to use against you.  A few 
years back, a friend of mine worked 

a construction job and got 
laid off for the winter due to 
not enough work.  He went to 
apply for unemployment ben-
efits with the state and when 
he gave them his social se-
curity number, they advised 
him that 4 other people had 
tried to obtain these benefits 
using his SSN.   

Don’t carry your social se-
curity card with you.  I have 
encountered many students, 
faculty, & staff alike who carry 
their social security card with 
them and this really opens a 
person up to identity theft.  
Lost or stolen wallets & purs-
es are very common occur-
rences around campus and if 
a social security card is locat-
ed in there, many times iden-
tity thieves have all the infor-
mation they need due to the 
other identifying information 
usually contained within a 
wallet (i.e. your name, date of 
birth, & address located on 
your driver’s license).   

Keep your social security 
card in a safe place.  If you have 
medical benefits that use your SSN 
on a card, ask for another number. 

It is also very important to ask ques-

tions and know who you are giving 
your SSN to before you give it out.  
Many identity theft scams simply call 
a person on the phone posing as a 
collection or government agency 
and ask for this information.  Most 
organizations will not call you and 
ask for this information over the 
phone and if they do, make sure you 
know the person you are talking to 
is actually from the organization by 
hanging up and calling them back 
on the phone number that you have 
on file.  You can also ask them 
questions about your account that 
they should have to verify who you 
are talking to. 

UNSOLICITED REQUESTS 

Unsolicited requests for identifying 
information are not only becoming 
more prevalent, they are also be-
coming much more complex.  A re-
cent scam being used is where vic-
tims get called from an unknown 
phone number that shows as 
“internal revenue service” on their 
caller ID.  These scams vary, but 
usually all of them request your so-
cial security number and other iden-
tifying information to “verify your 
identity.”  This is an unsolicited re-
quest and the IRS does not call to 
ask you for your SSN. 

The person making the unsolicited 
request many times will threaten 
with taxes or fees associated with 
giving your information.  They might 
also request payment over the 
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phone.  Just remember if you re-
ceive an unsolicited phone call re-
questing this information or pay-
ment, verify who you are talking to 
first before obliging with their re-

quest. 

PREVENTION 

Now that I have covered the 
two most important factors to 
reducing identity theft, below 
are a list of general tips from 
the Texas Attorney General’s 
office to assist you in pre-
venting this crime: 

 Minimize the amount of 
personal financial information 
you carry. Memorize pass-
words and PIN numbers. Do 
not carry them. 

 Keep financial information 
in a secure place in your 
home. Shred documents be-
fore throwing them away. 
Purchase a cross-cut shred-
der to better protect your in-
formation. 

 Do not give sensitive infor-
mation to unsolicited callers. 
Legitimate businesses will 
not make unsolicited calls 
asking for your Social Securi-
ty or bank account numbers. 
Caller ID information can be 
spoofed, so do not rely on 

the name and number that is on 
your box. 

 Shield your hand when entering 
your PIN at a bank ATM or when 

making long distance calls with a 
calling card. Take your ATM slip 
and shred it before throwing it 
away. 

 Pick up new checks or credit 
cards at your bank rather than 
having them delivered to your 
home. Do not print your driver's 
license or social security number 
on your checks. 

 If your bank or credit card state-
ment does not arrive on time, call 
to make sure they sent it to the 
proper address. Also contact the 
Post Office to see if a change of 
address has been filed in your 
name. A thief may steal or divert 
your statements to hide the theft. 

 RESOURCES 

UTSA POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 www.utsa.edu/utsapd/

Crime_Prevention/
Crime_prevention%20pdf/
Identity%20Theft%20and%
20Fraud.pdf 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
 www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/

identitytheft 

 www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/
identitytheft/preventing-identity-
theft 

 www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/
identitytheft/if-you-become-a-
victim 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
 https://www.irs.gov/individuals/

identity-protection 

IDENTITY THEFT  

http://www.utsa.edu/utsapd/Crime_Prevention/Crime_prevention%20pdf/Identity%20Theft%20and%20Fraud.pdf
http://www.utsa.edu/utsapd/Crime_Prevention/Crime_prevention%20pdf/Identity%20Theft%20and%20Fraud.pdf
http://www.utsa.edu/utsapd/Crime_Prevention/Crime_prevention%20pdf/Identity%20Theft%20and%20Fraud.pdf
http://www.utsa.edu/utsapd/Crime_Prevention/Crime_prevention%20pdf/Identity%20Theft%20and%20Fraud.pdf
http://www.utsa.edu/utsapd/Crime_Prevention/Crime_prevention%20pdf/Identity%20Theft%20and%20Fraud.pdf
http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/identitytheft
http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/identitytheft
http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/identitytheft/preventing-identity-theft
http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/identitytheft/preventing-identity-theft
http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/identitytheft/preventing-identity-theft
http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/identitytheft/if-you-become-a-victim
http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/identitytheft/if-you-become-a-victim
http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/identitytheft/if-you-become-a-victim
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/identity-protection
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/identity-protection


 5 

 

C.R.A.S.E. 
Community Response to Active 

Shooter Events 



 6 

 

Operation ID What is Operation Identification? 

Operation Identification is a citizen’s 

burglary prevention program for use in 

homes and businesses. The Opera-

tion ID program involves the marking 

of property with an identifying number 

as a means of discouraging burglary 

and theft. In communities where it has 

been properly implemented, Opera-

tion ID has shown dramatic results in 

its ability to reduce burglaries. 

How Does It Work?  The Operation 

ID program has two parts. FIRST, 

mark your valuables with your Driver’s 

License Number so that your property 

can be easily traced and identified as 

yours. SECOND, display a sticker that 

tells would-be burglars that your prop-

erty has been marked.  

How Can I Participate?  To partici-

pate in Operation Identification, call 

the UTSAPD Community Affairs Sec-

tion or your University Housing Repre-

sentative to either have your property 

engraved or to borrow an electric en-

graving tool. The UTSAPD offers this 

service free of charge to the UTSA 

Community. 

How Do I Engrave My Own Proper-

ty?  Your Driver ’s License Number 

should be used as your identifying 

mark on the valuables that you en-

grave. A typical marking should look 

like this: TXDL98765432 

The Driver’s License Number should 

be engraved on an area that cannot 

be easily dismantled, which is not 

easily seen.  After marking your prop-

erty, make a list of your valuables and 

keep a copy of the list in a safe place. 

If you should subsequently become a 

burglary victim, you will be able to 

quickly describe the stolen property 

from the list. This will be of great help 

to the police in their attempts to recov-

er the stolen property. Once property 

has been marked and a list made, dis-

play an Operation Identification sticker 

at doors and windows that might be 

used for entry. By advertising your 

participation in Operation ID in this 

way, you are announcing that your 

valuable property has been marked 

and will be difficult for a burglar to re-

sell. Often the presence of the sticker 

alone is enough to deter a burglar.  
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The below is a summary of the crimes that occurred as of last month.  For more information, go to www.utsa.edu/utsapd 

and click on Crime Stats. 

Thefts 3 Alcohol Arrests 1 

Burglary of Vehicle 0 Drug Arrests 20 

Assaults 2 DWI/DUI Arrests 6 

Theft of Motor Vehicle 0 Other Crimes 6 

QTY ITEM DESCRIPTION 
3 Bag/Backpacks Various Brands, Colors & Styles 

4 Binders/Folders Various Brands, Colors & Styles 

24 Books Various Brands, Colors & Styles 

2 Calculators  Various Brands, Colors & Styles 

17 Cell phone & Laptop Chargers Various Brands, Colors & Styles 

3 Cell phones Various Brands, Colors & Styles 

5 Earbuds/Earphones Various Brands, Colors & Styles 

16 Jewelry & Watches Various Brands, Colors & Styles 

17 Keys  Various Brands, Colors & Styles 

10 Misc. Electronics Various Brands, Colors & Styles 

12 Misc. Items  Various Brands, Colors & Styles 

15 Rx glasses  & Sunglasses Various Brands, Colors & Styles 

53 USB/Memory Storage Various Brands, Colors & Styles 

1 Wallets Ryan Debroeck 

      

1 Texas Driver License Gustavo Orozco 

1 Military ID Deney R. Gomez-Shappell 

1 Tamaulipas Driver License Alejandro Prado Castaneda 

1 Chase Bank Adrian Salazar 

1 Frost Bank Victor Gonzalez 

1 USAA Bank Jose E. Gonzalez  

1 IBC Bank Altaf Merchant-IIA Investments 

1 Citizens National Bank Ewilie Ellisor 

1 Techron Advantage  Jose La Placa 

1 Arkansas State University Discover  Ashley Socia 

1 Top Golf Memer ID Andrea Gomez  

1 SIS insurance card Stephanie Robinson 

1 Wells Fargo Bank no name 

http://www.utsa.edu/utsapd/
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Corporal Maranda Tupper was recognized with the Commitment He-

ro Award at the recent Take The Wheel awards ceremony hosted by 

MADD & TxDOT.  This award was given to CPL Tupper for exempli-

fying a strong overall commitment to the outreach and education on 

drunk driving prevention.  Congratulations to CPL Tupper! 

UTSAPD-Patrol, 2nd Shift, selects Officer J. 

Waelbroeck as the Phantom Warrior of the 

Month for his outstanding teamwork, initiative, 

and amazing acting skills.  Congratulations to 

OFC Waelbroeck 

NEW OFFICERS 

UTSAPD congratulates Officers 

Kulbeth, Reyes, Speck, & Pacheco 

on their recent graduation from 

the police academy.  These offic-

ers will immediately begin their 

field training.  Good luck to each 

of you! 
UTSAPD begins preparations for 

the upcoming National Night Out 

with UTSA housing communities. 

Congratulations to 
Captain Schoenborn 

on her recent promotion 
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